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Admirer as I think I am
Of stars that do not give a damn,
I cannot, now I see them, say
I missed one terribly all day.

Were all stars to disappear or die,
I should learn to look at an empty sky
And feel its total dark sublime,
Though this might take me a little time.

W.H.Auden from The More Loving One




If the stars should appear one night in a thousand years,
how would men believe and adore, and preserve for
many generations the remembrance of the city of God?
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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= The writing of “Nightfall” was a watershed in my
professional career. When I wrote it, I had just
turned twenty-one. I had been writing
professionally (in the sense that I was submitting
my stories to magazines and occasionally selling
them) for two and a half years, but had created no

tidal wave. I had published about a dozen stories
and had failed to sell a dozen others.

Then John W. Campbell, Jr., the editor of
Astounding Science Fiction, showed me the
Emerson quotation that starts “Nightfall.” We
discussed it; then I went home and, over the
course of the next few weeks, wrote the story.




74445 7 ED: Nightfall(1)

= Lagash’s own sun. Alpha, the one about
which it revolved, was at the antipodes, as
were the two distant companion pairs. The
red dwarf Beta -- Alpha’s immediate
companion -- was alone, grimly alone.

s Aton’s upturned face flushed redly in the
sunlight. “In just under four hours,” he
said, ‘civilization, as we know it, comes to
an end. It will do so because, as you see.
Beta is the only sun in the sky.”




74445 7L ED: Nightfall (2)

n We've located series of civilizations, nine
of them definitely, and indications of
others as well, all of which have reached
heights comparable to our own, and all of

which, without exception, were destroyed
by fire at the very height of their culture.

= And no one could tell why. All centers of
culture were thoroughly gutted by fire,
with nothing left behind to give a hint as
to the cause.




7AHws 7L ET: Nightfall (3)
s The Cultists said that every two
thousand and fifty years Lagash

entered a huge cave, so that all the
suns disappeared, and there came total

darkness all over the world! And then,
they say, things called Stars appeared,
which robbed men of their souls and
left them unreasoning brutes, so that
they destroyed the civilization they
themselves had built up.




7AY¥vs 7ET: Nightfall (4)
= Beta! And it has been shown that the
eclipse will occur only when the
arrangement of the suns is such that Beta is
alone in its hemisphere and at maximum
distance, at which time the moon is

invariably at minimum distance. The eclipse
that results, with the moon seven times the
apparent diameter of Beta, covers all of
Lagash and lasts well over half a day, so
that no spot on the planet escapes the
effects. That eclipse comes once every two
thousand and forty-nine years.




74 ¥4 F7ET: Nightfall(5)
= “Light !" he screamed. Aton, somewhere,

was crying, whimpering horribly like a terribly
frightened child.

m “Stars -- all the Stars -- we didn't know at all.
We didn't know anything.”

s Someone clawed at the torch, and it fell and

snuffed out. In the instant, the awful splendor of
the indifferent Stars leaped nearer to them.

= On the horizon outside the window, in the
direction of Saro City, a crimson glow began
growing, strengthening in brightness,
that was not the glow of a sun.

= The long night had come again.




T7AYFvo 7ET: Nightfall(FR¥k1f-5)

= “Light !"” he screamed.
Aton, somewhere, was
crying, whimpering
horribly like a terribly

frightened child.

m “Stars -- all the Stars
-- we didn't know at
all. We didn't know
anything.”
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HILF-HI)A [aE&EHEE] VIEXY

= La filosofia e scritta in questo grandissimo
libro che continuamente ci sta aperto innanzi
a gli occhi (io dico l'universo), ma non si puo
intendere se prima non s'impara a intender la

lingua, e conoscer i caratteri, ne' quali &
scritto. Egli € scritto in lingua matematica, e |
caratteri son triangoli, cerchi, ed altre figure
geometriche, senza i quali mezzi € impossibile
a intenderne umanamente parola; senza
questi € un aggirarsi vanamente per un
oscuro laberinto.




Galileo Galilel "The Assayer” Chapter VI

= Philosophy is written in this grand book — I
mean the universe — which stands continually
open to our gaze, but it cannot be understood
unless one first learns to comprehend the

language in which it is written. It is written in
the language of mathematics, and its
characters are triangles, circles, and other
geometric figures, without which it is humanly
impossible to understand a single word of it;
without these, one is wandering about in a
dark labyrinth.
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Voici mon secret. II est tres simple :
on ne voit bien guavec le coeur.
[ ‘essentiel est invisible pour les yeux.
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Le Petit Prince:
(par Antoine de Saint
Exupéry)

Si quelqu’'un aime une fleur qui
n'existe qu'a un exemplaire dans les
millions et les millions d'étoiles, ca
suffit pour qu'il soit heureux quand il
les regarde. Il se dit: "Ma fleur est Ia
quelque part... "
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http://www-utap.phys.s.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~suto/mypresentation 2012j.html
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http://iss.ndl.go.jp/books/R100000002-1000000538980-00
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W.H.Auden "The More Loving One”

http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15550

Isaac Asimov “Nightfall”

http://www.polvoestelar.com.mx/babilonia/Libros/Isaac%20Asimov/English/Short

%20Stories/Isaac%20Asimov%20-%20Nightfall%20and%200ther%?20Stories. pdf

AYLA AL A "The Assayer”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Assayer

Antoine de Saint Exupéry "Le Petit Prince”
http://wikilivres.info/wiki/Le Petit Prince
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