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= “Light !” he screamed.
Aton, somewhere, was
crying, whimpering
horribly like a terribly
frightened child.
“Stars -- all the Stars --
we didn't know at all. We
didn't know anything.”
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Henri Poincaré

(Science et methode,
1908)

= Le savant n‘étudie pas la nature parce
que c'est utile. Il'etudie parce quil y
prend plaisir et il y prend plaisir parce
qgu'elle est belle. Si la nature n‘était pas
belle elle ne vaudrait pas la peine détre
connue, la vie ne vaudrait pas la peine
d’étre vécue.



Henri Poincaré

(Science and method,
1908)

m The scientist does not study nature
because it is useful to do so. He studies
it because he takes pleasure in it, and
he takes pleasure in it because it is
beautiful. If nature were not beautiful,
it would not be worth knowing and life
would not be worth living.
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Richard Feynman

(The Feynman lectures on
physics, volume III,
Feynman's Epilogue)

= Finally, may I add that the main purpose
of my teaching has not been to prepare
for some examination -- it was not even
to prepare you to serve industry or the
military.



Richard Feynman

(The Feynman lectures on
physics, volume III,
Feynman's Epilogue)

= [ wanted most to give you some appreciation
of the wonderful world and the physicist's
way of looking at it, which, I believe, is a
major part of the true culture of modern
times. (There are probably professors of
other subjects who would object, but I
believe that they are completely wrong.)



Richard Feynman

(The Feynman lectures on physics, volume III,
Feynman's Epilogue: “purpose of my teaching” )

= [ wanted most to give you some appreciation of
the wonderful world and the physicist's way of
looking at it, which, I believe, is a major part of

the true culture of modern times. (There are
probably professors of other subjects who would
object, but I believe that they are completely wrong.)

= Perhaps you will not only have some
appreciation of this culture; it is even possible
that you may want to join in the greatest
adventure that the human mind has ever
begun.
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Admirer as I think I am
Of stars that do not give a damn,
I cannot, now I see them, say
I missed one terribly all day.

Were all stars to disappear or die,
I should learn to look at an empty sky
And feel its total dark sublime,
Though this might take me a little time.

W.H.Auden from The More Loving One



If the stars should appear one night in a thousand years,
how would men believe and adore, and preserve for
many generations the remembrance of the city of God?
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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= The writing of “Nightfall” was a watershed in my
professional career. When I wrote it, I had just
turned twenty-one. I had been writing
professionally (in the sense that I was submitting
my stories to magazines and occasionally selling
them) for two and a half years, but had created no
tidal wave. I had published about a dozen stories
and had failed to sell a dozen others.

= Then John W. Campbell, Jr., the editor of
Astounding Science Fiction, showed me the
Emerson quotation that starts “Nightfall.” We
discussed it; then I went home and, over the
course of the next few weeks, wrote the story.



FAHvs 7LET: Nightfall (1)

m Lagash’s own sun. Alpha, the one about
which it revolved, was at the antipodes, as
were the two distant companion pairs. The
red dwarf Beta -- Alpha’s immediate
companion -- was alone, grimly alone.

= Aton’s upturned face flushed redly in the
sunlight. "In just under four hours,” he said,
“civilization, as we know it, comes to an
end. It will do so because, as you see. Beta
is the only sun in the sky.”



7A¥vs 7LED: Nightfall (2)
s We've located series of civilizations, nine
of them definitely, and indications of
others as well, all of which have reached
heights comparable to our own, and all of
which, without exception, were destroyed
by fire at the very height of their culture.

= And no one could tell why. All centers of
culture were thoroughly gutted by fire,
with nothing left behind to give a hint as
to the cause.



744 7LED: Nightfall (3)

= The Cultists said that every two
thousand and fifty years Lagash
entered a huge cave, so that all the
suns disappeared, and there came total
darkness all over the world! And then,
they say, things called Stars appeared,
which robbed men of their souls and
left them unreasoning brutes, so that
they destroyed the civilization they
themselves had built up.



7AYvo F7ED: Nightfall (4)

m Beta! And it has been shown that the
eclipse will occur only when the
arrangement of the suns is such that Beta is
alone in its hemisphere and at maximum
distance, at which time the moon is
invariably at minimum distance. The eclipse
that results, with the moon seven times the
apparent diameter of Beta, covers all of
Lagash and lasts well over half a day, so
that no spot on the planet escapes the
effects. That eclipse comes once every two
thousand and forty-nine years.



7AYvo 7L ED: Nightfall(5)
“Light !” he screamed. Aton, somewhere,

was crying, whimpering horribly like a terribly
frightened child.

“Stars -- all the Stars -- we didn't know at all.
We didn't know anything.”

Someone clawed at the torch, and it fell and
snuffed out. In the instant, the awful splendor of
the indifferent Stars leaped nearer to them.

On the horizon outside the window, in the
direction of Saro City, a crimson glow began
growing, strengthening in brightness,

that was not the glow of a sun.

The long night had come again.



Le Petit Prince:
(par Antoine de Saint
Exupéry)

Si guelgu'un aime une fleur gui n'existe
qu'a un exemplaire dans les millions et les
millions d'etoiles, ca suffit pour qu'il soit
heureux quand il les regarde. 1l se dit:
"Ma fleur est la quelque part . . . "



[2DEFHRIKY

RZEAHDH RS
f=ot-—2M7E

BHADERDENDITERL
PEFE(TIENT=Z1ED

REZR LITAHEITT

EDTHE

FERFLICEND

[EEDTENCDERZEDE N ZHBAT=]

cfEl

5h 51T



EFHITYS: [ELE-AIFIEX]

BULEZEDZTZASHK
BDINEDZTDEDIC
BIKABETLT ATS
BROBEITOHIZHASH
RZBITNELHLHAT-EL
RZBEDTELHHIATEEX

| -




HZTWNBDEDIZITHIT RTTIEEL



RUGEEDIEHIZR AL



